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LEAD US NOT 

• Earlier this month Pope Francis suggested a 
translation change to the Lord’s Prayer. He 
states that a loving Father would not “lead” 
His children into temptation.  
• Matthew 4:1 says ”Then Jesus was led up by 

the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil.” 
•  It appears (in English) that we are asking to 

be spared from something that Jesus was not 
spared from. 



JESUS’ TEMPTATIONS 

•  Jesus was tempted to doubt what God had 
already declared about Him, that He was His 
beloved Son, in whom He was pleased. 
Satan was ”determined to make Christ 
disbelieve this testimony” (Desire of Ages). 

•  Jesus was tempted to change His 
circumstances through His own power, not to 
rely on God alone for what He needed that 
day. “And Christ was not to exercise divine 
power for his own benefit” (Desire of Ages). 



HUMANITY AND THE LAW 

• “God has ordained laws for the government, 
not only of living beings, but of all the 
operations of nature. Everything is under fixed 
laws, which cannot be disregarded. But while 
everything in nature is governed by natural 
laws, man alone, of all that inhabits the earth, 
is amenable to moral law.  



HUMANITY AND THE LAW 

•  “To man, the crowning work of creation, 
God has given power to understand His 
requirements, to comprehend the justice 
and beneficence of His law, and its sacred 
claims upon him; and of man unswerving 
obedience is required” Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 52. 



OUR TEMPTATION 

• To distrust what God has already said 
about us–we are His adored, only 
children that were created in His image. 

• To turn to other relationships besides the 
one with God, to things, and to 
circumstances to fill our needs of body 
and soul.  



THE CREATED ORDER 

GOD HUMANS 
God is the Source. We depend on God. 

God is the Creator. We are the creation and 
cannot exist unto 
ourselves. 

God has control of the 
world. 

We have control of 
ourselves. 

God is the judge of life. We are to experience life. 

God designed life and its 
rules. 

We obey the rules and live 
the life God designed. 

From How People Grow, by Henry Cloud and John Townsend, Zondervan, 2001. 



THE FALLEN ORDER 

HUMANITY’S DESIRE THE RESULT 
We are the source. We depend on ourselves. 

We are the creator. We exist unto ourselves. 

We are in control. We try to control our world 
and each other, losing 
control of ourselves. 

We become the judge of 
life. 

We judge ourselves and 
each other.  

We design life and the 
rules. 

We live any way we want 
to. 

From How People Grow, by Henry Cloud and John Townsend, Zondervan, 2001. 



THE LAW OF LIFE 

•  There is nothing, save the selfish heart of man, 
that lives unto itself. No bird that cleaves the 
air, no animal that moves upon the ground, 
but ministers to some other life. There is no leaf 
of the forest, or lowly blade of grass, but has its 
ministry. Every tree and shrub and leaf pours 
forth that element of life without which neither 
man nor animal could live; and man and 
animal, in turn, minister to the life of tree and 
shrub and leaf. (from the Desire of Ages, 20, 21).  



THE LAW OF LIFE 

•  The flowers breathe fragrance and unfold 
their beauty in blessing to the world. The sun 
sheds its light to gladden a thousand worlds. 
The ocean, itself the source of all our springs 
and fountains, receives the streams from 
every land, but takes to give. The mists 
ascending from its bosom fall in showers to 
water the earth, that it may bring forth and 
bud. 

•  (from the Desire of Ages, 20, 21).  



THE LAW OF LIFE 

•  The angels of glory find their joy in giving—
giving love and tireless watch care to souls 
that are fallen and unholy. Heavenly beings 
woo the hearts of men; they bring to this dark 
world light from the courts above; by gentle 
and patient ministry they move upon the 
human spirit, to bring the lost into a fellowship 
with Christ which is even closer than they 
themselves can know. 

•  (from the Desire of Ages, 20, 21).  



THE LAW OF LIFE 

• But turning from all lesser representations, we 
behold God in Jesus. Looking unto Jesus we 
see that it is the glory of our God to give. 

•  “I do nothing of myself,” said Christ; “the 
living Father hath sent me, and I live by the 
Father.” “I seek not mine own glory, but the 
glory of Him that sent Me.” In these words is 
set forth the great principle which is the law 
of life for the universe.  

•  (from the Desire of Ages, 20, 21).  



THE LAW OF LIFE 

•  In these words is set forth the great principle 
which is the law of life for the universe. All 
things Christ received from God, but He took 
to give. So in the heavenly courts, in His 
ministry for all created beings: through the 
beloved Son, the Father’s life flows out to all; 
(The Desire of Ages, 20, 21).  



THE LAW OF LIFE 

•  through the Son it returns, in praise and 
joyous service, a tide of love, to the great 
Source of all. And thus through Christ the 
circuit of beneficence is complete, 
representing the character of the great 
Giver, the law of life. 

•   (The Desire of Ages, 20, 21).  



NOT BREAD ALONE  
                                 BUT BY EVERY WORD 



THE DAILY TAKE AND GIVE 

•  “Give us this day our 
daily bread” 

 

We take the good food 
daily that God has 
provided for our bodies, 
and it gives us what we 
need to live and love for 
Him. 
 

•  “Man shall not live 
by bread alone . . . 
but by God’s 
Word” 

We take from God’s 
Word and Spirit daily 
what He has provided 
for our hearts and it 
alone gives us what 
we need to live and 
love for Him.  



PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 

• Our Loving, Mutual Father 
• Your will/law be done on earth as in heaven 

this new year. 
• Give us each day what we need for our 

bodies and hearts. 
•  Lead us daily . . . and never to places or 

circumstances that will give us the sense 
that we do not need You, that we are our 
own source. 
• And deliver us from the evil one’s mighty 

delusions that anybody owes us anything, or 
that we are anything without You. 


