
“It’s the Law!” 



“If you love Me, keep (“watch over” in a protective 
sense) My commandments” 


(Jn 14:15).




“This is My commandment (verbal order), that you 
love one another as I have loved you”


 (Jn 15:2).






Christ Teaches on Discipleship



25 Now great multitudes went with Him. 
And He turned and said to them, 26 “If 
anyone comes to Me and does not hate 
his father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life 
also, he cannot be My disciple.  (Luke 
14:25, 26, NKJV)

Following Jesus is rooted in 
relationship.




Christ Teaches on Discipleship

 

27 And whoever does not bear his cross 
and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 
(Luke 14:27 NKJV)

(compare Jn. 15:13) 

 
Following Jesus expresses 

itself in purpose.




          Christ Teaches on Discipleship

 
29 lest, after he has laid the foundation, 
and is not able to finish, all who see it 
begin to mock him, 30 saying, ‘This man 
began to build and was not able to 
finish.’   (Luke 14:29, 30 NKJV)

 
 

Following Jesus is lifelong.




          Christ Teaches on Discipleship

 
•  33 So likewise, whoever of you does not 
forsake all that he has cannot be My 
disciple. (Luke 14:33 NKJV)

 

Following Jesus requires 
everything.




Discipleship (following Jesus) . . . 


•  Is rooted in relationship
• Expresses itself in purpose.
•  Is lifelong.
• Requires everything.

What does this look like at Church?




. . . from Fundamental Belief #12


“The church is God’s family; 



•  adopted by Him as children, its members live 

on the basis of the new covenant.  The church 
is the body of Christ, a community of faith of 
which Christ Himself is the Head.  The church 
is the bride for whom Christ died that He 
might sanctify and cleanse her.”




Three Metaphors


•  The Body . . . helps us understand how 
interconnected we are, and how much we 
need one another in our diversity. 


•  The Bride . . . shows us that we are all here 
together (foolish and wise) waiting for the 
bridegroom while He makes a home for us.


•  The Family . . . loses some of its teac hing 
value when seen through the eyes of the 
individualistic, 21st-century Western 
culture.


 



Family Definitions 

•  Family can be defined either 
biologically, or in reference to 
relational interactions.


•  Interactionists focus on the 
performance of the family roles, not 
necessarily the biological or marital 
relationships.




System Definitions


•  Webster defines system as an orderly 
interconnected complex arrangement of 
parts forming a unified whole, which 
maintains a basic level of equilibrium.


•  Theoretically then, the family system is not 
the sum total of the actions of all individual 
members, but rather the interaction of all 
family members operating as a unit of 
interrelated parts. 





“It’s the law!”


•  “A new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you 
must love one another. By this all men 
will know that you are my disciples, if 
you love one another” (John 13:34, 35).


 



Not a new creed . . . 

“’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and 
greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  (Matt 
22:37-40)



“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your strength” (Deut 6:4, 5).



“Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of 
your people, but love your neighbor as yourself, I am 
the Lord” (Lev 19:18).




He commissioned the teaching 
of these commandments. 

•  “Make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them . . . and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you” (Matt 
28: 19, 20).




•  And the second is like it: ‘Love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”          (Matt 22:37-40)




From Moses to Paul 
The Ten Commandments divide between the 
vertical relationship with God, and the 
horizontal relationships with others like 
ourselves.



Paul generally began his New Testament 
letters with a discussion of what we might label 
the vertical dynamic: how humanity relates 
with God. Usually the second (longer) half 
dealt with the horizontal dynamic: how people 
are to interact within the community of God’s 
family.






Family then and now . . . 

Group took priority 
over the individual.



A person’s most 
important group was 
their family 
(extended).



The closest family 
bond was the bond 


Individual takes 
priority over group.



A person’s most 
important group is 
their family (nuclear). 



The closest family 
bond is the marital 
relationship.




Mark 3:31-25

•  Then His mother and His brothers arrived, 

and standing outside they sent word to Him 
and called Him. 


•  A crowd was sitting around Him and they said 
to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your 
brothers are outside looking for You.” 


•  Answering them, He said “Who are My mother 
and My brothers?” 


•  Looking about at those who were sitting 
around Him, He said “Behold My mother and 
My brothers! For whoever does the will of 
God, he is My brother and sister and mother” 



Family Interactions


•  Love each other. (Jn 13:34-35, Jn 15:12, Jn 15:17, Rom 
3:8, 1 Thes 4:9, Heb 13:1, 1 Jn 3:11, 1 Jn 3:23, 1 Jn 4:7, 1 Jn 4:11-12, 2 Jn 
1:5)


•  Love each other deeply, from the 
heart. (1 Pet 1:22)


•  May you love increase for each other.              
(1 Thes 3:12)


•  Greet each other with a holy kiss. (1 Pet 
5:14, Rom 16:6, 1 Cor 16:20, 2 Cor 13:12)




• Be at peace (1 Thes 5:13, Mark 9:50)


• Be devoted to one another (Rom 12:10)


• Be humble and gentle (Eph 4:2)


• Be kind and compassionate to one 
another (Eph 4:32, 1 Thes 5:15)


• Be sympathetic and loving (1 Pet 3:8)




•  Stop passing judgment (Rom 14:13)


• Don’t keep biting and devouring 
each other (Gal 5:15)


• Don’t provoke and envy each 
other  (Gal 5:26)


• Don’t lie to each other (Col 3:9)


• Don’t pay back wrong for wrong               
(1 Thes 5:15)




• Don’t slander one another. (James 
4:11)


• Don’t grumble against each 
other. (James 5:9)


•  Live in harmony with one another.         
(Rom 12:16)


• Have equal concern for each 
other. (1 Cor 12:25)


• Honor one another above 
yourself.  (Rom 12:10)




•  Submit to one another. (Eph 5:21)


•  Accept one another. (Rom 5:7)


•  Agree with one another, be united 
in mind and thought. (1 Cor 1:10, Phil 4:2)


•  Wait for each other when you eat.        
(1 Cor 11:33)


•    Bear with each other and forgive.

     (Col 3:13) 



• Confess your sins to each other and 
pray for each other. (James 5:16)




• Offer hospitality without grumbling.               

(1 Peter 4:8, 9)




• Clothe yourself with humility toward 

one another. (1 Pet 5:5)




•  Serve one another in love. (Gal 5:13)




•  Speak to one another with music in 
your heart. (Eph 5:19)


•  Look to each other’s interests.

   (Phil 2:4)


• Encourage each other.                                        
(1 Thes 4:18, Heb 3:13, Heb 10:24, 25)


• Build each other up. (1 Thes 5:11)




•  Instruct one another. (Rom 15:14)


•  Teach one another with wisdom and 
gratitude. (Col 3:16)


•  Spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds--all the more as 
you see the day approaching. 


     (Heb 10:24, 25)




Interacting as family . . . 


Peter states that “Each one should use 
whatever gift he has received to serve 
others, faithfully administering God’s grace 
in its various forms”    (1 Pet 4:10, NIV).

Paul states that the gifts of the Spirit that 
are given to each of us are “to prepare 
God’s people  for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up until we 
all reach unity in the faith  and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God . . . ”




Interacting as family . . . 


•  “and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we 
will no longer be infants tossed back and 
forth by the waves, and blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching . . . Instead, 
speaking the truth in love, we will in all things 
grow up into Him who is the head, that is 
Christ,


•  From him the whole body . . . grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its 
work.” (Eph 4:12-16)




In other words . . . 


•  God calls us to intentionally walk 
“alongside other disciples [our 
brothers and sisters] in order to 
encourage, equip, and challenge one 
another in love to grow toward 
maturity in Christ.” (Greg Ogden)






Hellerman writes “Apart from Christ, I have 
no solid basis on which to build healthy 
relationships with my fellow human beings. 
But as a child in God’s family I belong to a 
group where relational integrity and 
wholeness are to be the norm. Salvation 
thus has tremendous sociological as well as 
theological ramifications. 


Christian sociologist Larry Crabb states 
that “releasing the power of God through 
our lives into the hearts and souls of others 
requires that we both understand and enter 
into a kind of relating that only the gospel 
makes possible. 




“It’s the law!”"
and the Great Commission.


•  Disciple people, baptize them, teach 
them how to love one another and to 
build one another up so they can truly 
observe ALL the things Christ 
commanded us . . . to love the Lord with 
ALL our selves, and our brothers and 
sisters AS ourselves. 




“It’s the law!”"
and the Great Commission. 

•  We talk about how our young people 
and our new converts (and old) are 
“going out the back door.”


•  To close the back door we have to quit 
thinking of the Church as a building 
and start living it as a family . . . at the 
very least, functional enough(loving 
enough) so that they will never want to 
run away from home.



